Environmental medicine in the chemical industry -- the BASF example.
To introduce the term 'environmental medicine', to discuss its scope and implications, and to assess its importance in the daily work of an occupational physician in the chemical industry. Based on the experience in the BASF Occupational Medicine and Health Protection Department examples of environmental medical activities of the occupational physician in different situations are given. Environmental medical questions are frequently addressed. It begins with the counselling of employees with health problems caused by or attributed to environmental factors and goes as far as assessing the public health impact of spills and toxic-substance release. Environmental medicine is clearly within the scope of an occupational physician in the chemical industry. It is part of our commitment to the maintenance of health and safety of our employees, customers, and neighbours, and thus is part of our contribution to product stewardship complying with the principles of responsible care.